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Genesis 47:13-22
THE LAND BECOMES PHARAOH’S
47 13 But there was no food in the entire region, for the 
famine was very severe. The land of Egypt and the 
land of Canaan were exhausted by the famine. 
14 Joseph collected all the silver to be found in the land 
of Egypt and the land of Canaan in exchange for the 
grain they were purchasing, and he brought the silver 
to Pharaoh’s palace. 15 When the silver from the land of 
Egypt and the land of Canaan was gone, all the 
Egyptians came to Joseph and said, “Give us food. 
Why should we die here in front of you? The silver is 
gone!” 

16 But Joseph said, “Give me your livestock. Since 
the silver is gone, I will give you food in exchange for 
your livestock.” 17  So they brought their livestock to 
Joseph, and he gave them food in exchange for the 
horses, the flocks of sheep, the herds of cattle, and the 
donkeys. That year he provided them with food in 
exchange for all their livestock. 
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18 When that year was over, they came the next year 
and said to him, “We cannot hide from our lord that the 
silver is gone and that all our livestock belongs to our 
lord. There is nothing left for our lord except our bodies 
and our land. 19 Why should we die here in front of you
—both us and our land? Buy us and our land in 
exchange for food. Then we with our land will become 
Pharaoh’s slaves. Give us seed so that we can live and 
not die, and so that the land won’t become desolate.” 

20  In this way, Joseph acquired all the land in Egypt 
for Pharaoh, because every Egyptian sold his field 
since the famine was so severe for them. The land 
became Pharaoh’s, 21 and Joseph moved the people to 
the cities from one end of Egypt to the other. 22 The 
only land he did not acquire belonged to the priests, for 
they had an allowance from Pharaoh. They ate from 
their allowance that Pharaoh gave them; therefore they 
did not sell their land. 
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