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EXODUS 22:1-15
LAWS ABOUT THEFT
22 “When a man steals an ox or a sheep and butchers 
it or sells it, he must repay five cattle for the ox or four 
sheep for the sheep. 2 If a thief is caught in the act of 
breaking in, and he is beaten to death, no one is guilty 
of bloodshed. 3 But if this happens after sunrise, the 
householder is guilty of bloodshed. A thief must make 
full restitution. If he is unable, he is to be sold because 
of his theft. 4 If what was stolen—whether ox, donkey, 
or sheep—is actually found alive in his possession, he 
must repay double. 
LAWS ABOUT CROP PROTECTION
5 “When a man lets a field or vineyard be grazed in, and 
then allows his animals to go and graze in someone 
else’s field, he must repay with the best of his own field 
or vineyard. 

6  “When a fire gets out of control, spreads to 
thornbushes, and consumes stacks of cut grain, 
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standing grain, or a field, the one who started the fire 
must make full restitution for what was burned. 
LAWS ABOUT PERSONAL PROPERTY
7 “When a man gives his neighbor valuables or goods 
to keep, but they are stolen from that person’s house, 
the thief, if caught, must repay double. 8  If the thief is 
not caught, the owner of the house must present 
himself to the judges to determine whether or not he 
has taken his neighbor’s property. 9  In any case of 
wrongdoing involving an ox, a donkey, a sheep, a 
garment, or anything else lost, and someone claims, 
‘That’s mine,’ the case between the two parties is to 
come before the judges. The one the judges condemn 
must repay double to his neighbor. 

10 “When a man gives his neighbor a donkey, an ox, a 
sheep, or any other animal to care for, but it dies, is 
injured, or is stolen, while no one is watching, 11 there 
must be an oath before the Lord between the two of 
them to determine whether or not he has taken his 
neighbor’s property. Its owner must accept the oath, 
and the other man does not have to make restitution. 
12 But if, in fact, the animal was stolen from his custody, 
he must make restitution to its owner. 13  If it was 
actually torn apart by a wild animal, he is to bring it as 
evidence; he does not have to make restitution for the 
torn carcass. 
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14 “When a man borrows an animal from his neighbor, 
and it is injured or dies while its owner is not there with 
it, the man must make full restitution. 15 If its owner is 
there with it, the man does not have to make restitution. 
If it was rented, the loss is covered by its rental price. 
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