Clarke-Venable Baptist Church Thursday, April 23, 2026

DAILY READING

LUKE 16:1-13

MATTHEW 23:14-26
RELIGIOUS HYPOCRITES DENOUNCED

23 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!
You travel over land and sea to make one convert, and
when he becomes one, you make him twice as fit for
hell as you are!

16 “Woe to you, blind guides, who say, ‘Whoever
takes an oath by the temple, it means nothing. But
whoever takes an oath by the gold of the temple is
bound by his oath.’ 17 Blind fools! For which is greater,
the gold or the temple that sanctified the gold? 18 Also,
‘Whoever takes an oath by the altar, it means nothing;
but whoever takes an oath by the gift that is on it is
bound by his oath.” 1° Blind people! For which is
greater, the gift or the altar that sanctifies the gift?
20 Therefore, the one who takes an oath by the altar
takes an oath by it and by everything on it. 21 The one
who takes an oath by the temple takes an oath by it
and by him who dwells in it. 22 And the one who takes
an oath by heaven takes an oath by God’s throne and
by him who sits on it.

23 “WWoe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!
You pay a tenth of mint, dill, and cumin, and yet you
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have neglected the more important matters of the law
—justice, mercy, and faithfulness. These things should
have been done without neglecting the others. 24 Blind
guides! You strain out a gnat, but gulp down a camel!

25 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!
You clean the outside of the cup and dish, but inside
they are full of greed and self-indulgence. 26 Blind
Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup, so that the
outside of it may also become clean.

Daily Reading 2



