Clarke-Venable Baptist Church Friday, June 12,2026

DAILY READING

JOHN 17:1-26

JOSHUA 8:1-13
CONQUEST OF Al

8 The Lord said to Joshua, “Do not be afraid or
discouraged. Take all the troops with you and go attack
Ai. Look, | have handed over to you the king of Ai, his
people, city, and land. 2 Treat Ai and its king as you did
Jericho and its king, except that you may plunder its
spoil and livestock for yourselves. Set an ambush
behind the city.”

3 So Joshua and all the troops set out to attack Ai.
Joshua selected thirty thousand of his best soldiers and
sent them out at night. 4 He commanded them: “Pay
attention. Lie in ambush behind the city, not too far
from it, and all of you be ready. > Then | and all the
people who are with me will approach the city. When
they come out against us as they did the first time, we
will flee from them. 6 They will come after us until we
have drawn them away from the city, for they will say,
‘They are fleeing from us as before.” While we are
fleeing from them, 7 you are to come out of your
ambush and seize the city. The Lord your God will hand
it over to you. 8 After taking the city, set it on fire. Follow
the Lord’s command—see that you do as | have
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ordered you.” 9 So Joshua sent them out, and they
went to the ambush site and waited between Bethel
and Ai, to the west of Ai. But he spent that night with
the troops.

10 Joshua started early the next morning and
mobilized them. Then he and the elders of Israel led
the troops up to Ai. 11 All those who were with him went
up and approached the city, arriving opposite Ai, and
camped to the north of it, with a valley between them
and the city. 12 Now Joshua had taken about five
thousand men and set them in ambush between Bethel
and Ai, to the west of the city. 18 The troops were
stationed in this way: the main camp to the north of the
city and its rear guard to the west of the city. And that
night Joshua went into the valley.
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