Clarke-Venable Baptist Church Thursday, July 23, 2026

DAILY READING

ACTS 19:11-41

JUDGES 7:1-14
GOD SELECTS GIDEON’S ARMY

7 Jerubbaal (that is, Gideon) and all the troops who
were with him, got up early and camped beside the
spring of Harod. The camp of Midian was north of
them, below the hill of Moreh, in the valley. 2 The Lord
said to Gideon, “You have too many troops for me to
hand the Midianites over to them, or else Israel might
elevate themselves over me and say, ‘My own strength
saved me.’ 3 Now announce to the troops: ‘Whoever is
fearful and trembling may turn back and leave Mount
Gilead.” ” So twenty-two thousand of the troops turned
back, but ten thousand remained.

4 Then the Lord said to Gideon, “There are still too
many troops. Take them down to the water, and | will
test them for you there. If | say to you, ‘This one can go
with you,” he can go. But if | say about anyone, ‘This
one cannot go with you,” he cannot go.” ® So he brought
the troops down to the water, and the Lord said to
Gideon, “Separate everyone who laps water with his
tongue like a dog. Do the same with everyone who
kneels to drink.” 8 The number of those who lapped with
their hands to their mouths was three hundred men,
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and all the rest of the troops knelt to drink water. 7 The
Lord said to Gideon, “l will deliver you with the three
hundred men who lapped and hand the Midianites over
to you. But everyone else is to go home.” 8 So Gideon
sent all the Israelites to their tents but kept the three
hundred troops, who took the provisions and their
trumpets. The camp of Midian was below him in the
valley.

GIDEON SPIES ON THE MIDIANITE CAMP

9 That night the Lord said to him, “Get up and attack the
camp, for | have handed it over to you. 19 But if you are
afraid to attack the camp, go down with Purah your
servant. 1 Listen to what they say, and then you will be
encouraged to attack the camp.” So he went down with
Purah his servant to the outpost of the troops who were
in the camp.

12 Now the Midianites, Amalekites, and all the
Qedemites had settled down in the valley like a swarm
of locusts, and their camels were as innumerable as
the sand on the seashore. 13 When Gideon arrived,
there was a man telling his friend about a dream. He
said, “Listen, | had a dream: a loaf of barley bread
came tumbling into the Midianite camp, struck a tent,
and it fell. The loaf turned the tent upside down so that
it collapsed.”

14 His friend answered: “This is nothing less than the
sword of Gideon son of Joash, the Israelite. God has
handed the entire Midianite camp over to him.”
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